[On a "prolific" relationship. The role of "health" in the propagation of contraceptive sterilization in Costa Rica].
In Costa Rica, female sterilization for contraceptive purposes is a practice common to women from diverse socio-economic sectors. This is the case despite the existence until 1999 of legal restrictions on its use. This article explores the role played by the idea of health as the rationale by which sterilization for contraceptive purposes has become available., inutially as the reason for allowing its availability (and demand) in a legal context that only permited its use for therapeutic purposes, and later, as the motive that legitimates its contraceptive use.